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Т-Вопе 


WALKER 


As the first bluesman to exploit the electric guitar, 
T-Bone Walker stands as an exceptionally important 
and influential figure. Walker was indispensable to the 
birth of urban electric blues and its descendants, R&B 
and Rock & Roll. His use of finger-vibrato and 
piercing electric-guitar sustain influenced scores of 
subsequent blues guitarists such as B.B. King, Freddie 
King, Buddy Guy, Albert Collins, Albert King, Lowell 
Fulson, J.B. Hutto and Otis Rush. Walker’s gritty 
chordal style on fast numbers eventually gave birth to 
Chuck Berry’s archetypal rock guitar riffs. 

Born to musical parents on May 28, 1910 in Linden, 
Texas, (he had a Cherokee Indian grandmother), Aaron 
Thibeaux Walker moved with his family to Dallas at 
age two. Through his church choir and street-singing 
stepfather, Marco Washington, he became interested in 
music. He acquired the nickname T-Bone early on; it 
was a corruption of his mother’s pet name, T-Bow, 
from Thibeaux. By the time he was ten, Walker was 
accompanying his stepfather at drive-in soft drink 
stands. Soon after he became “lead boy” for the 
legendary Blind Lemon Jefferson, probably the most 
popular and influential country bluesman of the Twen- 
ties. From 1920 through 1923, Walker led Jefferson 
down Texas streets. 

By late 1923, Walker had taught himself guitar and 
he began entertaining at Dallas parties. He soon was 
ready to leave home and tour Texas with Dr. Breeding’s 
Big B Tonic Medicine Show. In 1925, he joined blues 
singer Ida Cox’s road show, which toured the South. 
Back in Dallas in 1929, Walker began recording acous- 
tic country blues as Oak Cliff T-Bone. He continued 
touring the South and Southwest until 1934, when he 
moved to the West Coast. A year later, he married Viola 
Lee, for whom he wrote his “Viola Lee Blues” (later 
covered by the Grateful Dead, among others) . 

In 1942-44 Walker recorded for Capitol Records 
with Freddie Slack’s band. Slack repaid the compli- 
ment by supporting Walker on the first release under 
the guitarist’s name. The two tracks, ‘Mean Old 
World’ and “1 Got A Break Baby’ rapidly became 
standards for the next generation of electric blues 
guitarists. During 1945-46 Walker was in Chicago, 
starring at the Rhumboogie Club with Milt Larkin’s or 
Marl Young’s Orchestras (Young’s band accompa- 
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nied T-Bone on the recordings he made in Chicago for the 
club’s own Rhumboogie label and for disc jockey Al 
Benson’s Swingmaster Records). Upon his return to the 
west coast, Walker was іп great demand, both in concert 
and with his new records released on the Black & White 
label and its jazz subsidiary Comet (1946-47 - later 
purchased and released by Capitol Records). These 
included classics such as ‘I’m Gonna Find My Baby’, 
‘T-Bone Shuffle’ and ‘Call It Stormy Monday’. Тһе 
latter melancholic ballad, also known as ‘Stormy Mon- 
day’ and ‘Stormy Monday Blues’, has since been the 
subject of numerous interpretations by artists as disparate 
as Chris Farlowe, Bobby ‘Blue’ Bland and the Allman 
Brothers. 

In the late 40s the second musician’s union ban and a 
heavy touring schedule with his old partner Big Jim 
Wynn prevented T-Bone from recording, but in 1950 he 
secured a four-year contract with Imperial Records where 
he demonstrated a harder, funkier style of his blues with 
sessions utilizing T.J. Fowler's band in Detroit and Dave 
Bartholomew's band in New Orleans as well as his own 
working unit from Los Angeles. These experiments 
continued after moving to Atlantic Records between 
1955-59 where heteamed-up with blues harmonica player 
Junior Wells in Chicago and modern jazz guitarist Barney 
Kessel in Los Angeles. Although nominally versed in 
blues, Walker often sought the accompaniment of jazz 
musicians who allowed free rein to the guitarist's fluid 
style. He continued to record prolifically throughout the 
early 50s, but gradually eased such structures in favor of 
regular concert appearances. He visited Europe on sev- 
eral occasions and performed successfully at many large- 
scale jazz and blues festivals. Later albums, including 
The Truth and Funky Town, showcased a virtually undi- 
minished talent, still capable of incisive playing. How- 
ever, by theearly 70s his powers were diminished through 
ill-health, and at personal appearances he often played 
piano instead of his guitar. In 1974 he suffered a severe 
stroke from which he never made a recovery. Т-Вопе 
Walker died of bronchial pneumonia on March 16, 1975, 
his reputation as a giant of blues music assured. 


Bio notes from: 
The Rolling Stone Encyclopedia of Rock & Roll 
Rolling Stone Press! Summit Book 
& Тһе Guiness Who's Who of Blues. 
Guiness Publishing 
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Notes Оп Тһе Transcriber 


During the past few years Richard DeVinck has transcribed guitar tablature songbooks of various 
recording artists. Recently, he has been working exclusively on the Vital Blues Guitar series for Creative 
Concepts Publishing. Some of Richard’s transcriptions include Buddy Guy, Albert Collins, Lightnin’ 
Hopkins, John Lee Hooker, Lonnie Mack, 
T-Bone Walker, Elmore James, and B.B. 
King, to name a few. He is continuing his 
work on more tablature songbooks in the 
hope of exposing the incredible techniques 
of these great artists to the reader. 

Richard’s association with the guitar 
began in his late teens -- what he often 
refers to as his “Drop the Needle Period.” 
Unlike today, there were little or no note- 
for-note guitar transcriptions available. Like 
most young guitar students and enthusiasts 
of the late 70s, Richard learned Rock’s 
ABC’s by painstakingly dropping the needle 
of his turntable onto a particular “lick” or 
"riff" and then figuring out a “reasonable” 
fingering for it. 

It was at the University of California, 
Los Angeles where Richard received 
formal training in both the mechanics of 
music theory and performance practices. 
Richard holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
and a Master of Fine Arts degree, both in 
guitar performance. 

Since his graduation from UCLA, he 
has been combining his talents into the 
product you have before you -- a detailed 
“blueprint” of guitar music of the highest degree. It is Mr. DeVinck’s sincere hope that these transcrip- 
tions will prove valuable to its reader and save him or her from the tedious task of dropping needles on 
vinyl. 


DISCOGRAPHY 


The following CD albums were used for these transcriptions. 
These are essential T-Bone Walker albums for every blues guitarist. 
Some are hard to find but the search will be worth it! 


T-Bone Blues 
Atlantic Records CD# 8020-2 
Stormy Monday 
Charly/Instant CD# INS - 5022 
Well Done 
Collectables CD# COL- CD-5217 
Great Vocals and Guitar of T-Bone Walker 
Capitol Records CD# TOCP-6380 
Master & Disciples 
Blue Moon/Magnum Music Group СОЯ CDBM-092 
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THE NOTATION 


Each guitar part is written in both musical notation and guitar tablature. 


The tablature tells you which strings should be played at which frets. The six lines of the staff corre- 
spond to the strings of the guitar, first string at the top, and the numbers written on the lines indicate 
which frets should be fingered. 


Ist (high E string) 
2nd (B string) 
3rd (G string) 
4th (D string) 
5th (A string) 
6th (low E string) 


4th string, 
3rd fret 


The numbers in the tablature staff should be played with the same rhythm that is written in the music 
notation staff. (if you're unfamiliar with musical notation, the best plan is to listen to and play along 
with the recording of the song.) Numbers that are stacked on top of one another should be fingered 
and played simultaneously as a chord. 


Left hand fingering has not been indicated. If you play through a 
line two or three times, the correct (that is, easiest) fingering 
should become apparent. 


Blues is repetitive: that's part of its charm. There are symbols 
used throughout to indicate repeating the previous measure, or the 
previous two measures. 


Repeat the previous Repeat the previous 
measure two measures 
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Неге is the tablature for some common guitar technique: 


BENDS - Finger the string at the fret shown and bend it upwards to 
produce the note that would ordinarily be heard at the fret 
number in parenthesis. This usually occurs on the first three 
strings. Pre-bends are notated in tablature and musical notation 
in the same manner as the standard bend , however they are indicated 
with the word “pre-bend”. In the case of pre-bends, the string 
is bent before the string is struck. Quarter (4) bends are 
indicated in both musical notation and tablature as an upward 
slur above the note / fret. 


(bend in rhythm) (quick bend) 


Unless otherwise paired with slurs or footnotes, parenthetic 
fret numbers / notes indicate” ghost-notes”- very faint pitches 
produced either with left or right hand. 


HAMMER-ONS - Finger the string at the fret shown and produce the next note not by picking it 
with the right hand, but by hammering a finger of your left hand onto the indicated fret. 


PULL-OFFS - Finger the string simultaneously at the fret shown and at the next fret shown. Pick 
the first note, and produce the next note by plucking the string with the left-hand finger you’re 
pulling off. 


SLIDES - Finger the string at the fret shown and, without lifting your finger, slide up or down to the 
next indicated fret. 


If no fret number is shown before the slide, start a fret or two away and slide quickly to the 
indicated fret. Or slide away from the indicated fret to an undetermined fret, lifting your finger 
as you go to mute the string. 


Any of these slides can be performed on single strings or with whole chords. 
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Performance Notes 


In past songbooks of the Vital Blues Guitar Series, I have discussed each artist’s 
technique in terms of dynamics, picking style, hammer-ons/pull-offs, muting tech- 
niques, etc. While Aaron T-Bone Walker incorporates all of these techniques to a 
degree, it was hard to isolate опе or two that were particularly unique to T-Bone's style. 

There is, however, a certain “feel” that is exhibited in T-Bone’s performance. That 
feeling might best be described as “fluid.” One can certainly hear the influence of jazz 
and of the great jazz performers of T-Bone’s era in his phrasings. For the most part, 
his picking technique is quite subdued and mellow (with the exception of an 
occasional accent). Listen to recordings of T-Bone and try to emulate his almost 
effortless style. 

As in past Vital Blues songbooks, I have tried to include even the most faintly heard 
guitar in these transcriptions. Due to poor recording techniques of the past, performers 
sometimes fade in and out. Barely audible segments are notated with the word “faint” 
in parentheses above the music staff. 

ENJOY 

Richard DeVinck 
Transcriber 


Clarence ‘‘Gatemouth’’ Brown (left) and T-Bone Walker, two Texas musicians, shake hands after a battle of the blues guitar. 
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MEAN OLD WORLD 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Atlantic CD "T-Bone Blues" 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
| Бу Aaron T-Bone Walker 
Richard DeVinck 
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CALL IT STORMY MONDAY 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Atlantic CD "T-Bone Blues" 


Words and Music by 
Aaron T-Bone Walker 


ption 


by 
Richard DeVinck 


Guitar Tablature Transcri 
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Moderate Blues 
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but Tues-day’s just as bad. 


They call it Storm-y Mon-day, 


* Harmonic analysis reflects harmonies implied by the band. 
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and _ Thurs-day's al-so sad._ 
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GLAMOUR GIRL 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Charly/Instant CD “Stormy Monday” 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
| Бу | Aaron T-Bone Walker 
Richard DeVinck КЕЛТІ 
Ниеу Р. Меаих 
Standard Tuning: 


@=E @=D Фев 
()-А @=G (D-E 


Moderate Blues 


* Note: Harmonies in parentheses reflect those played by the band. 
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© 1970 CRAZY CAJUN MUSIC (BMI) 
This arrangement @ 1994 CRAZY CAJUN MUSIC 
All Rights Reserved 
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LEFT HOME WHEN | WAS А KID 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Charly/Instant CD “Stormy Monday" 


Guitar Tablature Transcription | Words and Music Бу 
Rich ДО; Vinck Aaron T-Bone Walker 
ichard DeVinc 
: As Produced by 
Standard Tuning: Huey P. Meaux 
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Additional Lyrics 
2. Left home when | was a kid. З. РІ travel, baby ГИ travel. 
Everything | did was wrong. Don't know where Г! stay. 
| left home when | (was a) kid, baby. PH travel, І travel, baby. 
All | ever did was wrong. Don't know where l'Il stay. 
Now | wanna settle down, baby. But I'll travel all (in) my тіпа, baby. 
But | ain’t got no happy home. МІ guess ГІЇ be оп my way. 


4. So sorry, so sorry. 
But now Гуе got to go. 
S0 sorry, SO sorry, mama 
But now I've got to go. 
‘Bout this time tomorrow, baby 
I'll be a long ways down the road. 
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GOOD BOY (Extended Version) 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Collectables/Home Cooking CD “Well Done" (short) 
and As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the BlueMoon/Magnum import CD "Master & Disciples" (long) 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
| by Aaron T-Bone Walker 
Richard DeVinck 
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GOT TO CROSS THE DEEP BLUE SEA(AII Night Long) 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Charly/Instant CD “Stormy Monday" 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
Rich He inck Aaron T-Bone Walker 
аа As Produced by 
Standard Tuning: Huey P. Meaux 


(0 =Е @ =D (зв 
5)=А ас (=E 


Moderately Fast Blues 
r34 
Swing feel (d لے‎ - d Л, 
Intro 
(Drums) ny F ig. 
А М.С.(Е7) 
| (аш))---------------------------.---------...------......-........................ 

4 
[L y D. J — . I| —-—  — w. w. r Yau 
буру Е Е 

ee” 

Gtr. 2 
Nag ere de ee ee ЕЕН: уа 
ПЕ = ы en ee ee Пе p Ma Er ed 
лала ا‎ у хыс" ee دا‎ т UCM 
D NC ao kasi Баке терме = жақ таса oe зае ==, 
ба с-н населе а тан == уы 

(faint) 3 —— 

4 кең те 
L6 757 8 543 — 311 — 5 ББС БС a ню о и и Б 

Сіт.1 (Т-Вопе) 

р 

Еке ен | و‎ Ue lp ley түсиник Сы 
ШИ усы = [Гы MM э ЕАСИ ПЕ т => ЕТЕК жа 
зы ы з з = тет en ee le ттуу NE 0E iw учу 
рз кз су a ааа ل ا‎ о ақынын ананы 
pun cue coe їй л л ص ص‎ 


* Note: Harmonic analysis reflects harmonies played by the band. 
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Additional Lyrics 


. Well, I’m leavin’ you, baby. 


l've got to cross the deep blue sea. 


Well, I’m leavin’ you, mama. 


I've got to cross the deep blue sea. 


Well, | know you're fine, girl 
And you'll never worry me. 


. | ain't got no worry, 
Baby an' | am satisfied. 
| ain't got no worry 
And | am satisfied. 
І love my baby 
And l've got her by my side. 
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| GOT A BREAK, BABY 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Capitol CD "The Great Vocals and Guitar of T-Bone Walker" 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
| Бу Aaron T-Bone Walker 
Richard DeVinck 
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€ 1962 and renewed 1990 MICHAEL H. GOLDSEN, INC. 
This arrangement € 1994 MICHAEL H. GOLDSEN, INC. 
All Rights Reserved 


СГЕ5С.-------------------- 


(С?) 


Up ES е, 
ЗН 78 T 
| | 
«К н 
| k 
AD 8 E 4 
Í s T n à 
4 m 
т й | 
| чі is 
i "| 
ÇÎ = С " 
a | n do Т TS + 
| Vll p «n Ë 
=A шшш | | © 
| зар -È “1 << 
eH я У А Pus «(5 
| Jd b Mill ; 
| ЦІ m 2 
у лам ||| do 
7 ІШ | "ы | 
“il 
| ^ TU i ШИЕ ol ү 
44. " stil Б 
' ul. i е; 
| P uS ЕГЕ 
AM dk eX] ا‎ 
| | " 
Nh: EE y Nn Ша) VN Шаш) 


68 


(G7) 


(C7) 


(F7) 


It F wet _ 


a 


id 


and the ground was cov-ered with snow. 


— last win-ter, Ба - Бу - 


T 

% зе 

ji 

Ш 

Ш 

ЖП = 
RIL) 

Е jb 


ТШ 


and the ground was cov-ered with snow. - 


Yes, — 


К was wet. last win-ter, ba - by. 


wom-an put me оиї _ 


(С7) 


(С7) 


Well, | did-n’t һауе 


(C7) 


` | 
N i 
182 | 
Wil ф 
x 1 | «| (L 


T "ІІ 2277 "UE 
| i Т 
1. 
| ^ 
`. АУ ice: | Е | 
2; ГІ 
i e 
ba е TT 
ү. т " 
WI ШҚ 
Т | 
m i 
T қ 
Т il 
| || mill 
{|| 5 Бі " (2 AL 
|н ` | 1 
1 
re 
“ӘП 
АП ү 
NI il 
7 1 | 
ШЕ | 
N 
| H | 
> He d: WES SNE 


(G7) 


and my shoes had worn. thin. —— 


(C7) 
وا‎ 
= 


and | did-n't һауе no ріасе іо до. 


no mon-ey, dar - lin' 


(C7) 


Lug p= рида засети REE Î ЕЕ аг. P V| 

ГТГ юе | | 

Ши. 7 ` Ü wasa î |_| 

АЗУ, МАЕ НОСИ ДЕШЕ: 
ل وا‎ 
steady 

b | bend 
| вазу — 
Бе ыы сот Z x = > 
ا‎ eee a eu ا‎ 
(Е?) 
pt р РР = | 


(Е7) 
Ооба ТІ Бл s 3 
/ х Г 3 8 — | 3 

EE" SAT S АР ее as ‚ИЕ у „ШЕ „ШП GEEP Й „ЕИ ЕНЕНЕ НЕ СГ ТП Ea E -] ^T . emm M 1] 
Г m б б 44.41.11 | TT T | | І | | ча | | | |. Е | 
PON. бе wy | m | | | ы нд | à—]"" || т — 
| N: U Lo. oc U) БЕРЕН ЕН БЕНЕН. «ЖҰТА ОЛИКСНЕЫНЫ ا‎ "e | с 
. er گا‎ 5 / 

| | did-n't have_ no mon-ey, ba - by. Yes, — апа my shoes had worn _ thin. 

4 Pa 2 ` 2 2 2 

ЕЕ” ТЕН; ЖБ. у L P А.А. A L 8. 1.4 U a с s л 
ІТ b мы | || |24 я ТИ | 
М eel / «24 N. — р A 
АЕ o а а ар ee ee ee 


c 
с 


J 
ye 


9 


(C7) (G7) = 


4 Р ren 
E" ЖҮГІ! EPR ia Ts ПА MK o GE «cc nS шо БЕН HER ва eae БН ao ВЕСИ БОЛТ ЕК ———3 
[JT b 4.4 ^ а  .  — — — ТР m о  —: W^ |J | j | ёё | jJ j j| j | 4 1 МБ БЕ - 1 
оо И FT mmm | |шаы | > | мо — 4 ZZ 1 | 
р 1 тиыны | тиыны کک‎ 


| did-n't һауе a de-cent pair of trou-sers, dar -lin — 


to go_ to Sun-day School in. . Well, | drowned 


чи 
T 
1) 
| 
| 
m 
Ë 


| 
| 


"m 
Де 


—ч 


7 


(С7) 


(С7) 


еп гип. 


did not еу 


and | 


ba - by 


my 


ж 
N 
NEN 


, BM | 
ОШ. 
ET | 
ГІ 
(ER | 
Y 


- enrun.. 


and 


| P s 
ү 
Г | 
did not ev 


сат 
L 
s. tes 
tw BEC: 
ІШ t 
11 
( MI 564 
(MM (ЕЕ? 
|+ 
E Ae Hi 
TN МУ 


©) OO 


cw 
Кыш = = = x MAE 
(Е7) 
р рос S 
р” J PP U e ОИ 
ІІ Ії | 1 |] 
РА Г. 
ӨР | ee „э S | 
| _ + drowned my _ ba - бу _ 


(G7) 


(C7) 


know one wom- an _ 


TN 
„з 
Жыл 


got a 


Well, | 


(C7) 
who can't keep a good man. down. __ 


(F7) 


72 


| 
> 
с 
> 
>, 
Е 
[= 
і 
Е 
о 
© 
O 
> 
о 
[0] 
O 
Е 
С 
du 
кө! 
с 
G 


perge 
раена 


(С7) 


pu 
\е$, | gota break, ba-by 


and things are com-in’ my way. 


(C7) 
break, ba - by 


73 


Fade Out 


- lin 


dar 
Db9/F С9/Е 


i 
ІТ). 
V 
BR 
қ 
iS 
ЕШ 
ШІ 
«d. 
i 
N 
9 W TINY PPF 


Руе got топ-еу іп my роск-еі, 


(F7) ~ 3— 
ee eo ———M—»- 
dm. е == =—— к= SE ее GENI 
=? 

^ f ° | Фо É 8 й р уыт 
[Mg е с рс ер Рр = ie СЫН ж л 3231-3172 а ч 
Б? Ne ИШ ЖЕН ЕГУ ЖА. OT Р ШЕЮ! | 
ПАЧ У ] [1 ба mm ¢ БН Î mm | | 
AM 1 

3- 3- 
b b b b b b b 
MN amm — —. сме ч > р 
оноо OHNE 
EEE E EET ЮН оэ 
E SNR ммен Sa ассын SEMI еш и = 
age Se Se ee ee 
(F7) sss ° N (C7) 
ШЕШ ЖШ) БЕН AT ее — "f —9—1 рге Р —  — 
Е ее 
ҚР” е^ L, | == | | шы | | | — || и 
INA ЕЕ Бааки .[уз И ЕР] 
and | сап change clothes ву- ту - day. 
— Re mr 51 — 

таға )إل ا‎ "ы 

КН - f | {| 
E зз E ae Я 
E EE рмен ы ым ы эз с ы => == = 
E ақтаратын қанттан NNNM = 


74 


LOUISIANA BAYOU DRIVE 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Charly/Instant CD “Stormy Monday” 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
b Aaron T-Bone Walker 

Richard DeVinck 
Standard Tuning: As Produced by 


Huey P. Meaux 
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Additional Lyrics 


2. When you left me, babe 
You took my love and even broke my heart. 
Oh, when you left me, pretty mom 
You took my love-uh and you broke-(a) my heart. 
If | had you back again, pretty baby 
We could make a brand new start. 


З. I’m so lonely, baby 
| could even die. 
Рип so lonely, baby so lonely 
Uh well, | could die. 
You never missed me, baby. 
Until | said "Good-bye". 
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Additional Lyrics 


2. Well, you can’t take it with you. 


That’s one thing for sure. 

| said, you can't take it with you. 
That’s one thing for sure. 

Well you know | love you, baby. 
But | can’t use you no more. 


. Come on home, pretty baby 
Spend my love with you 
Come on home, pretty mama 
Spend my love with you 


Well, you mess wit’ me, pretty mama. 


Don't like The way you do. 
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TREAT YOUR DADDY WELL 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Collectables/Home Cooking CD “Well Done” 


с. Words апа Music Бу 


Guitar Tablature Transcription 
b Aaron T-Bone Walker 


Richard DeVinck 
Standard Tuning: 
(9 -E @ =D @=B 
Sak Gee WEE 


Moderately Fast BluesShuffle 
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WHY WON'T MY BABY TREAT МЕ RIGHT? 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Collectables/Home Cooking CD "Well Done" 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
| b Aaron T-Bone Walker 
Richard DeVinck 
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YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE DOING 


As Recorded by T-Bone Walker on the Atlantic CD “T-Bone Blues” 


Guitar Tablature Transcription Words and Music by 
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Richard DeVinck 
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Additional Lyrics 


2. You're just an outlaw, baby. 
Don't mean no man no good. 
Yes, an outlaw, baby 
Don't mean no man no good. 
Gonna warn ev'ry man that lives in your neighborhood. 


3. Well, dig you, baby 
Dig you in my dreams. 
Yes, dig you, baby 
(1) dig you in my dreams. 
Coarse, you never can tell. 
You might come back to me. 
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